








Packard Plans Golden Era

[Continurd fram poue 5]

Fickanl couldn's capitalize on it Pablic
demamd boomed but Packard couldn't
miget arders. And, with wir work cuiting
mtn production, all the companics in
the industry found they could sell al
st @y car deagn to the public—just
s0 loeng as the cor enuld  move, %0,
Packard had tipped its siyle Band and
loat 2 race, The diesign was so good that
thie Rossiams “invenied” ot afier Waorld
War 1T and still vse it for their top cam.

Then came the crivsher, the car that
almast killed them—ithe pose World War
I Packard, [ came oot in 1548 omcd s
virtues were four sound chassis for dif-
Terent moddels {mlnpq'n;u'i Lov s@ven in
1U086) @ three diflereny cngines: 131, 145
amel I60 horsepower, and sound  enge-
necndis s deawhbacks were: lack of a
real fusury line; a tight price spread—
from S2.195 1o S5.000, wicth st pro
ductinn squeered intn lower priced lines.

Anel, o course, the worst design since
the swavback mule!

Nange culls this car the “preguam
eleplunt.” It was also dubbed the "wad-
dling beetle” and several orher things
that won't bear reprating, Bur nonc of
the names were eomplimentary,

Packard sabesmen  reporied:
't give the darn things awav,”

Pickard comtinued to skid, T Iost i
sradivional share of the market. dropping
in 154849 10 a mere 2 por gent ul ogal
industry salcs,

‘Then last year Nasee arrived on the
sOCTE

You

Haw does an autn company move back
tas the b spot after living i the shadow
ul greatmess for nearly 20 years?  Well,
ity fet easy. Ie tries o find oo what s
winng, keeps Inokimg prosperous while
wirkieg hard oo make encds meet, sells
every minute of the day and might with-
out appearing o sll and, gencrally,
hopes  ws competitinon has o small
teaubles. It also advertiscs and promotes,

Packard’s executive proup koows as
well as Monce that it impossible o edni-
mate sccurately how much moncy will he
put aside for adventising and promotion,
But tonservatively, Packard plans e put
L1500 00 g STROCKLOMY imen ads aml
merchandising over the next seven o
LEFL yEurs i

There are soame other minor obitacles
i e overenmie before Packanil i o
man on e iem pole—nnt c'u-:ur:!n
money in e kiegy oo allow i o pamble
o g wrong puess inocar siyle: the need
for 2 thoroughly revamped dealer and
sales program; amnd the lile macter of
Cadillac, Chirysler and Lincaln.

But f ideas are dollaes and suinnes are
ey Mkard i gming oo Tun the jackpon
preity sonn pow.  This  regeneraied
oldster of the automohile businss has
muore rumors flying arownd it than the
prroverhial et has leas, Even Packard's
public relations department, feaded by
Pat Managhan. is having trouble separan
e the rumaors they start fram the ones
somenne else dreams up.

Tey sample a few: [t i3 rumoned” than
Packard] will heavily inta the low.
priced car market—a rumnei that brings a
shudder to the not very stender frame
ol Mance.

It i alwo rumored that Packard doesn’

Canmrarde, foday you e been given kanorable privilege of establishing new
worid record.”

70

yet fully knaw where i ds going, “That
v fairly true e only in the swnse of
detal, Packard knows it is going 1o the
Wrpp—iar tlne

Yoo, despite the rumoes arel conter
rumters, wime thongs aee Rnoows [of sure,

Packard will, this year, bring out a
Coupe sle Ville body in its line. It will
be o lorerunner ol oiher cusiom cars

An clegant wwn cor, limeossioe and
Bwrt carduminsing are also set for Dmioed
prescduction soon. T idepends on the oo
ane the guantities of manrials Packard
ran get. The town car and limousing
1_'l'|r:||rlll::rll'ur|, 5 11..1 (1518 N:l.!h'.t;, i [-e:r l:|1-'ae.r
“discriminating” people nred of hcm%
deiven wrowrnd in the ssime old AsBtaile
Caeclillaw, “The basic difference between
the three iypes is thar the towi gar s
self driven, the limousing i liged up with
a lvont leather seae Ior the ehaulicuwr,
anch the eombination can be driven either
by chanffour or owner (0o leacer scit,
Lot w dlisappsaring parbition)

Alsoy oy the drawing boands 8 3 super.
chromed  rasledarzle type converubile
with which Packard hopes to knock 1he
stuffings aug of Cadillac™s El Doeads and
Chrysler's XK 301L T won't be oo bong
before the nodel moves Trom the drawe
ing hrares onto productnn=-nrevie e
Uwin @ vEar,

Packard's program, of necessity, have
e b tempered by hmited supplics of
ey =lirnaeed st the aovsrpobale dee
dustry, that is. This tanfines ox perimen-
tativen o avenues of research tht can be
applied o current prodlems.

"That's the musn feasen why Packand
will mat bring out any gadgetralden oar
ol thie furare,” Nance suivs. But he adds,
smiling wrvly, “Whi knews what can be
brought out tomorrow that will be pract.
cal in o very shart bme.”

Nunce " was  referring,  posihly, o
Packared's 195450 plans for & mew car,
Certainly  thosg mwodels  will  coutain
Packard’s famed Ultmmatic drive, power
steering and the rest. Abo, i is more
than Dikely the 1955 models will have
& V-B enpine, drastic chnges in window
and doar treatment, as well as ather
detign chanpes=most of which have not
yer heen sef, Nunce, eX-head of Hotpomt,
mever turned ot o deab package there.
He's not going o stare ar Packard,

By 1960 Mackard hopes o bave i
entered ey every price line except the
bovw-priceil ome, 1o will sell cars o prices
slightly hugher than the Buirk Special,
a mpove intended o ke away pant ol
the Buick market. Parg ol the silcs am-
simation will b such phrases as “You
gl el meore Tor a Listle aaere"” Bk,
ol cnurse, won't be slecpiog o aod whep
this Bappeis,

Packuncds 1055 toredels are an pnprove
ment.  loteriors are  jozecd up. oolors
ppabike inside and our ad real dhmane
iw wsged on the Packard Paseiciang en e
cliroime plate weril on Jess cxpensive cary
In neher words, it hed o bic of & loce
inlnng.

The only  disappointmoent was  the
emgine, wostraight egght type. All of i
competition has VoBs ander the hnodd,
The answer to s, again [oan Nange:
"The car is a sweeg perlormer with ohis
ettging, sn why change it for some quick
built jub: Why not wait until vou've gat
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