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General Letter No.
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S

PACKARD LIGHT EIGHT PERFORMANCE

Gentlement:

We ars attaching copy of a letter addrsssed to Mr. Ralph
Williams from Mr, George G. Birdsall of the Birdsall-Stockdale Motor
Company, Packard dealers in Colorado Springs, Coloradn, siace Jaanuvary 1,
1921. Mr. Birdsall's comments cn the Packard Light Bight are particu-
larly significant when it is considered that driviag conditions in
Colorado constitute the most severs test of an automobile of any section
in the country.

In the past 1t has always baen unecessary to supply low
gear vatics for our Colorado distributer bscause of en approximately
18 per cent loss of power due to the altitude. Heating troubles wers
frequently encountered due to the altitude and grades and with some
cars it is necessary to supply special fan eguipment,

The grades in Colorado, even at normal altitudes, offer a '
very severe test to the pesrforming ability of any car, regardless of
gear squipment.

You will notice that Mr. Birdsall states that the car had
a 4,69 rear axle instead of the 5 to 1 which is usually specified for
cars used in Colorado. His experience with ths Light Eight proves very
conclusively 1ts superlative performance under the most exacting driving
conditions tc be encountersed in this country.

Yours very truly,

/

C__ L <
= _"'_._'- - LA~ :-"7/

-~

PLCKARD MOTOR CAR COMPANY

JWLs B J. W, Loranger

(b) 1600 General Sales Manager
Enclosure

Dealers' G.L. No. 454

Any references herein, to future business, are made subject to the continuance of the existing
agreement between the Manufacturer and the Distributer
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George G, Dirdsall Frank H. Stockdsle

THE BIRDSALL-STOCKDALE MOTOR COMPANY
Packard and Nash Motor Cars

Colorado Springs, {olorado
February 20, 1932

iro. Ralprh Williams
Packard Motor Car Company
Tetroit, Michigan

My dear Ralpn:

Our fTirst Packard Eight cars arrived yesterday and we are
Jjust about through conditioning them. I thought you would be interested
in knowing what our first test showed on the hill that leads up to my
cabhin, which I think you are familiar with, You remember, of course,
that the spreed that you start with has nothing to do with the final
results, for the reason that the grade is so long that you finally arrive
at the point where your engine has to do the work regardless of the
momentum on the start and, also, the curves, of course, prevent you from
vaking advantage of any pick-up you might have because you cannot make
the curve only so fast. This was our first trial up the hill in a sedan
with Mr. Stockdale and nyself,

We started at the bottom at about Z8& miles per hour; the car
constantly picked up on the heavier grade approaching the gate to the
Cheyenne lountain Highway, continued to pick up and maintained s speed of
possibly 35 miles up some of the grade until we got to turns where it was
impossible to go faster than 250 miles. When we came to the reverse turn
to the left that you possibly remember, the last one hefore reaching the
cahin, where we have always had difficulty in getting over it at any
speed, we went right over it and finished the trip to the gate, entering
the cabin grounds with a speed not less Tthan 15 miles an hour; in fact,
the engine diAd notlabor at all, This was without question the best
demonstration that sny Packard car - and so far as we know, any standard
sar, at least of the heavier type cars - has ever made.

The temperature out today is 60 degrees, A nice warm day. The
sun 1is shining brightly and the road was dry. The maximum engine temper-
ature showed 160 degrees, so you see the car did not show any signs of
overheating, We used sbandard white gasoline and there was no ping what-
ever, which would indicate that the spark could be s5t1ll further advanced.
But we have not touched it and we do not know whether it 1is necessary or
not, because the engine is as sweet as we could ask for, The car had the
469 ratio, It is more difficult to describe the performance of this car
in the single trip it made than it would appear for the reason that one
not familiar with the road cannot understand how the increasing grade at
certain poinfs, together with the reverse curves, affect the speed, and the
only way to sum it all up is that it is the most wonderful performer that
vie have ever had and not by a margin either, for when you consider the gear
ratic 1t is a much grester performsr,
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e tried out the automatic clutch coming down one of our grades
and the thing you and I talked about in the Hotel in Chicago, For
instance, we were coasting approximately 45 miles an hour in free wheeling
and moved the lever down to ronventional, and the only way you could tell
when the car picked up the motor was by watching the oil pressure guage,
We gave it another test. We put in free wheeling, coasted at about 4C
miles an hour, shoved the lever into second gear and put the car in
conventional suddenly, and the result was just bthe same as it was in high
gear with the exception that it trought the car to a stop tut did it with
as livtle sensation as 1t dad in high gear,

I am giving you this information immediately upon the return of
that test. There are other things that can be told you later but I thought
you would he anzious to know this and to know that Mr. Stockdale and all
the mechanies; in fact, the whole organization, are hLighly pleased. There
hasntt been a criticism and everybody is highly elated over what the car
appears to he, If there 1s any information that you want we will be glad
to furnish 1t to you.

With Kindest Personal Regards te 2ll the Organication, I beg
to remain

Yours very truly,

THE RIEDSALL-STOCKDALE MOTOR COMPANY

(Signed) Geo., L. Rirdsall

Go. Go Birdsall





